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activityi, they were shut out from all mercantile and indus-
trial  pursuits by the immense class of slaves;   they were
supplied at Rome and the immediate vicinity with all neces-
sities by the lavish distribution of food and even of money
by the emperors.    Their religion offered no restraint to their
vices and no belief in a future life that would bring retribu-
tion or reward for conduct in this : on the contrary, it fur-
nished occasions for the grossest scenes of public sensuality.
They had before them a court and an aristocracy often given
to unimaginable excesses and debauchery.    The theater fur-
nished amusements which had little  resemblance  in   their
degeneracy even to those of the present time which are most
reprehensible;   and in public spectacles thousands  of their
fellow-men and of animals were slain amid all the refinements
of cruelty and bloodthirstiness.     One of the most difficult
features of Roman  society to comprehend is the importance
and the extent of these gladiatorial shows."   They met with ,
little "condemnation from even the moralists of the times, and^
practically the only restrictions placed   upon them by the
empire were  the prevention of the enrollment of senators
among   the   gladiatorial  class,  and  the   prohibition of the
slaughter of an excessive number of men, though that at the
accession of Trajan more than ten thousand men thus fought
for public amusement was not considered excessive.    The
most refined women of the period were devoted   to   these
public   spectacles ;   even women descended to fight in the
circus; there were connoisseurs in the expressions of men
dying in torture ; at private banquets men were torn to pieces
by wild beasts for the entertainment of guests.    It was said
of one of the emperors that he " never supped without human
blood.1'   These facts indicate how decadent beyond all modern ;
standards was this society; how impossible it is for us now
to comprehend those times; and also what was the task be-
fore the new Christian education.
Tacitus said of  imperial society, even in  his own times